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Il n 1827, | eading businessmen of Baltimore join
railroad company and decided to break ground f
piece of the Carroll s’ property. Once the rout
the Carroll and McHenry families sold the rail
sout hwest corner of Pratt and Poppleton Street
Balti more began. As the B&O reached west+ward a
buil ding shops expanded, more and more workers
first houses went wup beginning in 1833, north
Hol lins Street, and south of the yards on McHe
ington Boulevard. Pigtown and the surrounding
become one of the most important industrial se
nineteenth century.

Pigtown earned its name during the

second half of the nineteenth century

when pigs offloaded from B&O Rail -

road cars coming in from the Mid-

west were herded across Ostend and

Cross Streets to slaughterhouses in

South Baltimore. Since the area was

a German neighbourhood and most

of the city’s butchers were Ger man,

many pigs were butchered |l ocally for

sale in area shops. Some butchers

bel onged to the Baltimore Butchers

Loan and Annuity Association, which

gave mortgages on houses pur -

chased in Pigtown in the | ate 1870 s.

Ol-di me residents of Pigtown recall

the pigs being herded through the streets to t
(Feder al Hill) Iike Heinz’' s Riverside Abattoir
Light Street. A mural depicting one of the | a
Washington Boulevard, across from the Washingt
Pratt Free Library

Pigtown is one of Baltimore’s most diverse con
2004 as Baltimore’ s BesltheNedidhybloRuwarpheeroelntboydecad
some individuals and groups have attempted to
Washington Village. The |l ocal community assoc
Counci |, Il nc., which has represented the citiz
in 2006 that the area should be known as Pigto
organization is now known primarily by its tr a
|l ieve that Pigtown has a rich and wunique histo
served by proudly claiming the name Pigtown!

Pag2



